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Pentecost XXIV 

 

“But they are at peace” 
Wisdom of Solomon 3:2 
November 3, 2024                                                                                        

10 am 

Church of the Holy Nativity                                                                                                

4238 Pimlico Road                                                                                         

Baltimore, Maryland 21215 

www.holynativitybaltimore.org 

 

A WELCOMING AND INCLUSIVE CHURCH 

Celebrant & Preacher:  

The Reverend Karen Mercer 

Musician: Dr. Lior Leigh 
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WELCOME                                                                       Senior Warden 

OPENING HYMN                                             H551 – Rise Up, Ye Saints of God 

1 Rise up, ye saints of God! 

Have done with lesser things, 

give heart and soul and mind and strength 

to serve the King of kings. 
 
2 Rise up, ye saints of God! 

His kingdom tarries long: 

Lord, bring the day of truth and love 

and end the night of wrong. 
 
3 Lift high the cross of Christ! 

Tread where his feet have trod; 

and quickened by the Spirit’s power, 

rise up, ye saints of God! 

Rise up, ye saints of God, #551 from The Hymnal 1982 — Words: William Pierson Merrill (1867-1954), alt. Music: Festal Song, William H. Walter (1825-

1893). 

 

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.                  

And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.  

COLLECT FOR PURITY  

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known and from you no secrets 

are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your Holy Name; through 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

GLORIA                                                                           LEVAS 243  

Glory, Glory, hallelujah, Lord we praise your Holy name,                                           

Glory, Glory hallelujah, Lord we praise your Holy name.                                             

Glory to God in the highest and peace to His people on earth.                                                                                                  

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you 

thanks, we praise you for your glory.                                                                                             

Lord Jesus Christ, only son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, Glory, Glory, 

hallelujah, Lord we praise your Holy name,                                                                                                   

Glory, Glory hallelujah, Lord we praise your Holy name.                                                 

You take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;                                                

You are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone 

are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,                                                                                                       
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You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God 

the Father.                                                                                           

Glory, Glory, hallelujah, Lord we praise your Holy name,                       

Glory, Glory hallelujah, Lord we praise your Holy name. Amen. 

THE COLLECT                                                                                                              

The Lord be with you.                                                                                          

And also with you.                                                                                                        

Let us pray.  

Almighty God, you have knit together your elect in one communion and fellowship in the 

mystical body of your Son Christ our Lord: Give us grace so to follow your blessed saints 

in all virtuous and godly living, that we may come to those ineffable joys that you have 

prepared for those who truly love you; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and 

the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.  

OLD TESTAMENT                                                                    Wisdom of Solomon 3:1-9 

The souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, and no torment will ever touch them. In 

the eyes of the foolish they seemed to have died, and their departure was thought to be a 

disaster, and their going from us to be their destruction; but they are at peace. For though 

in the sight of others they were punished, their hope is full of immortality. Having been 

disciplined a little, they will receive great good, because God tested them and found them 

worthy of himself; like gold in the furnace he tried them, and like a sacrificial burnt 

offering he accepted them. In the time of their visitation they will shine forth, and will 

run like sparks through the stubble. They will govern nations and rule over peoples, and 

the Lord will reign over them forever. Those who trust in him will understand truth, and 

the faithful will abide with him in love, because grace and mercy are upon his holy ones, 

and he watches over his elect. 

Listen for The Word of The Lord.                        

Thanks be to God. 

THE RESPONSE                                                                  Psalm 24 

1 The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, *   

the world and all who dwell therein. 

2 For it is he who founded it upon the seas * 

and made it firm upon the rivers of the deep. 

3 “Who can ascend the hill of the Lord? * 

and who can stand in his holy place?” 
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4 “Those who have clean hands and a pure heart, * 

who have not pledged themselves to falsehood, 

nor sworn by what is a fraud. 

5 They shall receive a blessing from the Lord * 

and a just reward from the God of their salvation.” 

6 Such is the generation of those who seek him, * 

of those who seek your face, O God of Jacob. 

7 Lift up your heads, O gates; 

lift them high, O everlasting doors; * 

and the King of glory shall come in. 

8 “Who is this King of glory?” * 

“The Lord, strong and mighty, 

the Lord, mighty in battle.” 

9 Lift up your heads, O gates; 

lift them high, O everlasting doors; * 

and the King of glory shall come in. 

10 “Who is he, this King of glory?” * 

“The Lord of hosts, 

he is the King of glory.” 

THE EPISTLE                                                           Revelation 21:1-6a 

I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 

away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming 

down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard 

a loud voice from the throne saying, “See, the home of God is among mortals. He will 

dwell with them as their God; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with 

them; he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and 

crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away.” And the one who 

was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write 

this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the 

Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.” 

Listen for The Word of The Lord.                        

Thanks be to God. 
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SEQUENCE HYMN                LEVAS 119 – Spirit of God (v. 1 & 2) 

1 Spirit of God, descend upon my heart; 

Draw it from earth; through all its pulses move; 

Stoop to my weakness, mighty as thou are, 

And make me love thee as I ought to love. 
 
2 I ask no dream, no prophet ecstasies, 

No sudden rending of the veil of clay, 

No angel visitant, no op’ning skies; 

But take the dimness of my soul away. 

 

THE GOSPEL                          John 11:32-44 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, 

“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw her 

weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit 

and deeply moved. He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come 

and see.” Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” But some of 

them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from 

dying?” Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone 

was lying against it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead 

man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” 

Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of 

God?” So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank 

you for having heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the 

sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” When he had 

said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, his 

hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to 

them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 

 

SEQUENCE HYMN                                 LEVAS 119 – Spirit of God (v. 3 & 4) 

3 Teach me to feel that thou art always nigh; 

Teach me the struggles of the soul to bear, 

To check the rising doubt, the rebel sigh; 

Teach me the patience of unanswered prayer. 
 
4 Teach me to love thee as thine angels love. 

One holy passion filling all my frame; 

The kindling of the heav’n descended dove, 

My heart an altar, and thy love the flame. 
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Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart, #119 from Lift Every Voice and Sing II — Words: George Croly (1780-1860). Music: Frederick C. Atkinson (1841-
1897). 

SERMON                                                                                     The Rev. Karen Mercer 

THE RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL VOWS                BCP pg. 292 

Celebrant:  Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your 

commitment to Jesus Christ? 

People:  I do. 

Celebrant:  Do you believe in God the Father? 

People: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth. 

Celebrant: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

People: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

Celebrant:   Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

People:  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

       the holy catholic Church, 

       the communion of saints, 

      the forgiveness of sins, 

      the resurrection of the body, 

       and the life everlasting. 

 Celebrant: Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the 

breaking of bread, and in the prayers? 

People:  I will, with God’s help. 
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Celebrant: Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, 

repent and return to the Lord? 

People:  I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant: Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in 

Christ? 

People:  I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant: Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as 

yourself? 

People:  I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant: Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the 

dignity of every human being? 

People:  I will, with God’s help. 

The Celebrant concludes the Renewal of Vows as follows: 

May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth by 

water and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in 

eternal life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Intercessor: The law that transforms the wasteland into a land of milk and honey is the 

law of love. Trusting in God’s promise to lead us more deeply into that land, let us ask 

with confidence for all we need, saying: Teach us your ways, O God; hear us, good Lord. 

Intercessor: We pray for the leaders of this country, that they may govern with justice and 

mercy, mindful of their responsibility to the world’s poor. Teach us your ways, O God; 

Hear us, good Lord. 

Intercessor: We pray for the church that, as a sign of your loving embrace, it may call all 

to share in your reign. Teach us your ways, O God: 

Hear us, good Lord. 

Intercessor: We pray for ministers everywhere, that you may strengthen them in their 

desire to serve. Teach us your ways, O God; 

Hear us, good Lord.  

We pray for the unloved of this world, for those who are widowed, orphaned, and 

friendless, for those who are homeless and alone and for all who experience alienation, 
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that you may touch them with your compassion. We especially pray for those on our 

parish prayer list: Eileen, Gloria, Mildred, Karen, Tammy, Emanuel, Karen R., Dorris, 

Gouri, Katrina, Elaine, Justina, Eva, Rebecca, Lisa, Faye, Fr. Bill, Sharon, Vestina, Ruth, 

James, Diamond, Jamie, King, Katrina, Angel, Hope, Arlene, Norman, Dorian, Noleen, 

and Leonard. Teach us your ways, O God; 

Hear us, good Lord. 

Intercessor: We pray for this community of faith, that we may learn to love with all our 

hearts, our minds, our strength. Teach us your ways, O God; 

Hear us, good Lord. 

Intercessor: We pray for all those who have died, especially Isabella, that they may find 

eternal life in your loving presence. Teach us your ways, O God; 

Hear us, good Lord. 

Intercessor: You may add your own intercessions at this time. 

A period of silence follows after which the Celebrant concludes with the following 

prayers 

Celebrant: Loving God, inscribe your words upon our hearts, that, carrying them with us 

out into the world, we may reveal your reign to all those we meet upon our way. We ask 

this through Jesus Christ, our guide and goal. 

Amen. 

THE NAMING OF THE SAINTS 

Below are the names of all those deceased for whom Holy Nativity has prayed since All 

Saints’ Day last year:  

Kenneth McElroy 

Carolyn David 

John Gibson 

Carson Langford 

Isabella Randall 

Barbara Ruland 

Deacon Carlton Smith 

Karen Willis 
 

We remember Ken and those named during The Holy Communion in our prayers and 

give thanks for their lives. 

We find strength in their faith and the faith of all the saints both known to us and known 

only to God. 
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THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you.                                            

And also with you. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN                             H313 – Let Thy Blood in Mercy Poured 

1 Let thy Blood in mercy poured, 

let thy gracious Body broken, 

be to me, O gracious Lord, 

of thy boundless love the token. 

Thou didst give thyself for me, 

now I give myself to thee. 

2 Thou didst die that I might live; 

blessèd Lord, thou cam’st to save me; 

all that love of God could give 

Jesus by his sorrows gave me. 

Refrain 

3 By the thorns that crowned thy brow, 

by the spear-wound and the nailing, 

by the pain and death, I now 

claim, O Christ, thy love unfailing. 

Refrain 

4 Wilt thou own the gift I bring? 

All my penitence I give thee; 

thou art my exalted King, 

of thy matchless love forgive me. 

Refrain 

What follows is the Holy Communion, the sacred meal of the Christian faith. The Episcopal Church, as do all other 

denominations rooted in the historic Christian faith, affirms that the sacrament of Baptism is the ancient and normative 

entry point for receiving the sacrament of Eucharist, yet no one who comes forward to receive the bread and wine at 

communion is ever turned away from God’s table. Wherever you are in your spiritual journey, the Episcopal Church 

welcomes you, and we invite you to explore with us what baptism may mean for you. Want to know more? Please see 

Rev. Mercer following the service. 
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Let thy Blood in mercy poured, #313 from The Hymnal 1982 — Words: Greek; tr. John Brownlie (1859-1925). Music: Jesus, meine Zuversicht, melody 
Johann Cruger (1598-1662); harm. after The Chorale Book for England, 1863. 

DOXOLOGY                                                                                   H 380 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

God be with you.                                                            

And also with you.                                                                     

Lift up your hearts.                                                                

We lift them to the Lord.                                                                  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                                   

It is right to give our thanks and praise.                            

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 

Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth.  

+ The Celebrant adds a Proper Preface, then continues,  

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 

company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:  

SANCTUS                                                                               S130 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of power and might 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory                                                                       

Hosanna in the highest                                                                                             

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord                                                    

Hosanna in the highest Hosanna in the highest                                                                                                                                                                                          

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to 

us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 

prophets; and above all in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. For in these last days you 

sent Jesus to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the 

world. In Christ, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before 

you. In Christ, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, 

out of death into life. On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took 

bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and 

said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 

me.” After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it 

to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is 
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shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for 

the remembrance of me.” Therefore, according to his command, O Father,  

We remember his death,                                                       

We proclaim his resurrection,                                                                  

We await his coming in glory;  

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Savior of all; presenting 

to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send 

your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ 

and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, through 

whom we are acceptable to you, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of 

time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country 

where, with Joseph and Mary and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of 

your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Savior, the firstborn of all creation, the 

head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. By Christ, and with Christ, and in 

Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now 

and for ever.  

Amen. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to [sing], 

LORD’S PRAYER                                                                 LEVAS 264 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

FRACTION ANTHEM                                S164 

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy upon us.                                         

Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy upon us.                              

Jesus redeemer, redeemer of the world,                                                 

Give us your peace, give us your peace. 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;                      

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 

you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

COMMUNION HYMN                                H662 – Abide With Me 

1 Abide with me: fast falls the eventide; 

the darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide: 

when other helpers fail and comforts flee, 

help of the helpless, O abide with me. 
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2 I need thy presence every passing hour; 

what but thy grace can foil the tempter’s power? 

Who, like thyself, my guide and stay can be? 

Through cloud and sunshine, Lord, abide with me. 
 
3 I fear no foe, with thee at hand to bless; 

ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness. 

Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory? 

I triumph still, if thou abide with me. 
 
4 Hold thou thy cross before my closing eyes; 

shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies; 

heaven’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; 

in life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 
Abide with me: fast falls the eventide, #662 from The Hymnal 1982 — Words: Henry Frances Lyte (1793-1847). Music: Eventide, William Henry Monk 

(1823-1889). 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER                                                        BCP 365 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of 

your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 

Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 

strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

CLOSING HYMN                                                           LEVAS 189 – Great is Thy Faithfulness

1 Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father, 

There is no shadow of turning with thee; 

Thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not, 

As thou hast been thou forever wilt be. 
 
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

All I have needed thy hand hath provided, 

Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord unto me! 
 
2 Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, 

Sun, moon and stars in their courses above, 

Join with all nature in manifold witness, 

To thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. 
 
Refrain 
 
3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
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Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 

Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 
 
Refrain 

Great Is Thy Faithfulness, #189 from Lift Every Voice and Sing II — Words: Thomas O. Chisholm (1866-1960). Music: William M. Runyan (1870-1957). 

Copyright © 1923. Renewal 1951 Hope Publishing Co., Carol Sream, IL 60188. All Rights Reserved. Used by permission. 

 

THE DISMISSAL                                                                         The Rev. Karen Mercer 

As we go forth into the world, refreshed and renewed, we reaffirm our commitment to 

our mission as a congregation: 

We are committed to sharing God’s love with all through our worship and 

ministries. 

Let us go forth to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

POSTLUDE 

 

 
 

We remember our loved ones who have gone before us: 

 

Darren Brown 

Mary Brown 

Robert H. Brown 

Robert M. Brown 

Rebecca Carolina 

Shelia Chapman 

Sydney Chapman 

Irma Charles 

Rawle Esteve 

Pearlene Fairrow 

William Fairrow 

Charles Johnson 

Chris Johnson, Jr. 

Herbert Johnson 

James Johnson, Sr. 

Wilma Johnson 

Shirley Johnson 

Herbert & Eldora Moise 

Rose Ross 

Emelda Rooks 

Bertram Savary 

George & Mary Standford 

Susie Willis 

Troy Willis 

Minne Wilson 
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Rest eternal, grant unto them, O Lord; and let light perpetual shine upon them. 

 

 

Our Prayer List 

Your prayers are requested for members and friends of The Church of the Holy Nativity: 

Eileen, Gloria, Mildred, Karen, Tammy, Emanuel, Karen R., Dorris, Gouri, Katrina, 

Elaine, Justina, Eva, Rebecca, Lisa, Faye, Fr. Bill, Sharon, Vestina, Ruth, James, 

Diamond, Jamie, King, Katrina, Angel, Hope, Arlene, Norman, Dorian, Noleen, and 

Leonard. 

We continue to ask for prayers for all those impacted by the coronavirus, those impacted 

by war and gun violence, those in our midst who are struggling with anxiety depression 

and addiction, those who are unemployed or underemployed, and the unhoused. 

 

 

Announcements 

 

November 3             All Saints Day Celebrated 

                        First Sunday Meal 

                        Time Changes – “Fall Back” 

 

November 6    Prayer Service – Wednesdays – 12 Noon 

 

November 24       Christ the King Sunday 

 

November 28   10 am Thanksgiving Day Worship Service 

 

Saturday, December 7  Advent Quiet Day, 9 am - 1:30 pm 

 

 

 

ZOOM LINK FOR BIBLE STUDY 

Bible Study: Isaiah, on Wednesdays beginning 10/23@ 7:30 pm until 12/18 

Meeting ID: 869 7275 3486 

Passcode: 145505 
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