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Thanksgiving Day 

 

The Thankful Poor by Henry Ossawa Tanner 

 

November 28, 2024                                                                                        
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Church of the Holy Nativity                                                                                                
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A WELCOMING AND INCLUSIVE CHURCH 

Celebrant: The Reverend Karen Mercer 

Musician: Dr. Lior Leigh 



2 
 

OPENING HYMN                                               H397 - Now Thank We All Our God 

1 Now thank we all our God, 

with heart, and hands, and voices, 

who wondrous things hath done, 

in whom his world rejoices; 

who from our mother’s arms 

hath blessed us on our way 

with countless gifts of love, 

and still is ours today. 

 

2 O may this bounteous God 

through all our life be near us! 

With ever-joyful hearts 

and blessed peace to cheer us; 

and keep us in his grace, 

and guide us when perplexed, 

and free us from all ills 

in this world and the next. 

 

3 All praise and thanks to God 

the Father now be given, 

the Son, and him who reigns 

with them in highest heaven, 

eternal, Triune God, 

whom earth and heaven adore; 

for thus it was, is now, 

and shall be, evermore. 

Now thank we all our God, #397 from The Hymnal 1982 — Words: Martin Rinkart (1586-1649); tr. Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878), alt. Music: Nun 

danket alle Gott, melody Johann Cruger (1598-1662); harm. William Henry Monk (1823-1889), after Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1947). 

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.                  

And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.  

COLLECT FOR PURITY  

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known and from you no secrets 

are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your Holy Name; through 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

GLORIA                                                                           LEVAS 243  

Glory, Glory, hallelujah, Lord we praise your Holy name,                                           

Glory, Glory hallelujah, Lord we praise your Holy name.                                             

Glory to God in the highest and peace to His people on earth.                                                                                                  

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you 

thanks, we praise you for your glory.                                                                                             

Lord Jesus Christ, only son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, Glory, Glory, 

hallelujah, Lord we praise your Holy name,                                                                                                   

Glory, Glory hallelujah, Lord we praise your Holy name.                                                 

You take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;                                                

You are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone 

are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,                                                                                                       
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You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God 

the Father.                                                                                           

Glory, Glory, hallelujah, Lord we praise your Holy name,                       

Glory, Glory hallelujah, Lord we praise your Holy name. Amen. 

THE COLLECT                                                                                                              

The Lord be with you.                                                                                          

And also with you.                                                                                                        

Let us pray.  

Almighty and gracious Father, we give you thanks for the fruits of the earth in their 

season and for the labors of those who harvest them. Make us, we pray, faithful stewards 

of your great bounty, for the provision of our necessities and the relief of all who are in 

need, to the glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT                                                                                Joel 2:21-27 

Do not fear, O soil; be glad and rejoice, for the Lord has done great things! Do not fear, 

you animals of the field, for the pastures of the wilderness are green; the tree bears its 

fruit, the fig tree and vine give their full yield. O children of Zion, be glad and rejoice in 

the Lord your God; for he has given the early rain for your vindication, he has poured 

down for you abundant rain, the early and the later rain, as before. The threshing floors 

shall be full of grain, the vats shall overflow with wine and oil. I will repay you for the 

years that the swarming locust has eaten, the hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter, my 

great army, which I sent against you. You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, and praise 

the name of the Lord your God, who has dealt wondrously with you. And my people shall 

never again be put to shame. You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I, 

the Lord, am your God and there is no other. And my people shall never again be put to 

shame. 

Listen for The Word of The Lord.                        

Thanks be to God. 

THE RESPONSE                                                                         Psalm 126 

1 When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, * 

then were we like those who dream. 

2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, * 

and our tongue with shouts of joy. 
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3 Then they said among the nations, * 

"The Lord has done great things for them." 

4 The Lord has done great things for us, * 

and we are glad indeed. 

5 Restore our fortunes, O Lord, * 

like the watercourses of the Negev. 

6 Those who sowed with tears * 

will reap with songs of joy. 

7 Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, * 

will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves. 

THE EPISTLE                                                                                             1 Timothy 2:1-7 

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be 

made for everyone, for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a 

quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity. This is right and is acceptable in the 

sight of God our Savior, who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge 

of the truth. For there is one God; there is also one mediator between God and 

humankind, Christ Jesus, himself human, who gave himself a ransom for all--this was 

attested at the right time. For this I was appointed a herald and an apostle (I am telling the 

truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth. 

Listen for The Word of The Lord.                        

Thanks be to God. 

SEQUENCE HYMN           LEVAS 214 – God is So Good (v. 1 & 2) 

1 God is so good, 

God is so good, 

God is so good, 

He’s so good to me. 

2 He cares for me, 

He cares for me, 

He cares for me, 

He’s so good to me.  
THE GOSPEL                      Matthew 6:25-33 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said, "I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will 

drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body 

more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into 

barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 
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And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? And why do you 

worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor 

spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. But if 

God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into 

the oven, will he not much more clothe you--you of little faith? Therefore do not worry, 

saying, `What will we eat?' or `What will we drink?' or `What will we wear?' For it is the 

Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you 

need all these things. But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and 

all these things will be given to you as well." 
    

SEQUENCE HYMN                       LEVAS 214 – God is So Good (v. 3) 

3 He’s all I need, 

He’s all I need, 

He’s all I need, 

He’s so good to me. 
 

God Is So Good, #214 from Lift Every Voice and Sing II — Words: Traditional. Music: Negro Spiritual

SERMON                                                                                     The Rev. Karen Mercer 

 

NICENE CREED                                                                           BCP 358  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.                                                                                                                                                                             

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.                                                                                                                      

Through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:  

by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  

and was made man.                                                                                                          

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

he suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

and his kingdom will have no end.                                                                                                

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  

With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified.  

He has spoken through the Prophets.                                                                                         

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
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We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.                                                                                                                                                                                 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.                                                                                                                                                  

A LITANY OF THANKSGIVING 

Let us give thanks to God our Father for all his gifts so freely bestowed upon us. 

For the beauty and wonder of your creation, in earth and sky and sea. 

We thank you, Lord. 

For all that is gracious in the lives of men and women, revealing the image of Christ, 

We thank you, Lord. 

For our daily food and drink, our homes and families, and our friends, 

We thank you, Lord. 

For minds to think, and hearts to love, and hands to serve, 

We thank you, Lord. 

For health and strength to work, and leisure to rest and play, 

We thank you, Lord. 

For the brave and courageous, who are patient in suffering and faithful in adversity, 

We thank you, Lord. 

For all valiant seekers after truth, liberty, and justice, 

We thank you, Lord. 

For the communion of saints, in all times and places, 

We thank you, Lord. 

Above all, we give you thanks for the great mercies and promises given to us in Christ 

Jesus our Lord; 

To him be praise and glory, with you, O Father, and the 

Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 

THE CONFESSION OF SIN 

Most merciful God,  

we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  

by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart;  

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us;  

that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. 

Amen.  
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Celebrant: Almighty God, have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 

in eternal life. Amen.  

THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you.    

And also with you.                                         

 

WELCOME                                                                       Senior Warden 

THE HOLY NATIVITY CHOIR                            LEVAS 91 – Give Me Jesus  

1 In the morning when I rise,  

In the morning when I rise,  

In the morning when I rise,  

Give me Jesus.  

 

Give me Jesus.  

Give me Jesus.  

You may have all the world  

Give me Jesus.  

 

2 Dark midnight was my cry,  

Dark midnight was my cry,  

Dark midnight was my cry,  

Give me Jesus.  

 

Give me Jesus.  

Give me Jesus.  

You may have all the world  

Give me Jesus. 

 

3 O when I come to die,  

O when I come to die,  

O when I come to die,  

Give me Jesus.  

 

Give me Jesus.  

Give me Jesus.  

You may have all the world  

Give me Jesus.

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN                 LEVAS 62 - In Christ There is No East or West 

1 In Christ there is no East or West, 

 In Him no South or North;  

But one great fellowship of love  

Throughout the whole wide earth. 

 

What follows is the Holy Communion, the sacred meal of the Christian faith. The Episcopal Church, as do all other 

denominations rooted in the historic Christian faith, affirms that the sacrament of Baptism is the ancient and normative 

entry point for receiving the sacrament of Eucharist, yet no one who comes forward to receive the bread and wine at 

communion is ever turned away from God’s table. Wherever you are in your spiritual journey, the Episcopal Church 

welcomes you, and we invite you to explore with us what baptism may mean for you. Want to know more? Please see 

Rev. Mercer following the service. 
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2 In Him shall true hearts everywhere  

Their high communion find;  

His service is the golden cord  

Close binding all mankind. 

 

3 Join hands then, brothers of the faith,  

What e’er your race may be!  

Who serves my Father as a son  

Is surely kin to me. 

4 In Christ now meet both East and West,  

In Him meet South and North;  

All Christly souls are on in him  

Throughout the whole wide earth. 

 

DOXOLOGY                                                                                   H 380 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

God be with you.                                                            

And also with you.                                                                     

Lift up your hearts.                                                                

We lift them to the Lord.                                                                  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                                   

It is right to give our thanks and praise.                            

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 

Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth.  

+ The Celebrant adds a Proper Preface, then continues,  

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 

company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:  

SANCTUS                                                                               S130 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of power and might 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory                                                                       

Hosanna in the highest                                                                                             

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord                                                    

Hosanna in the highest Hosanna in the highest                                                                                                                                                                                          
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We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to 

us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 

prophets; and above all in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. For in these last days you 

sent Jesus to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the 

world. In Christ, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before 

you. In Christ, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, 

out of death into life. On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took 

bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and 

said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 

me.” After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it 

to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is 

shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for 

the remembrance of me.” Therefore, according to his command, O Father,  

We remember his death,                                                       

We proclaim his resurrection,                                                                  

We await his coming in glory;  

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Savior of all; presenting 

to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send 

your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ 

and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, through 

whom we are acceptable to you, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of 

time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country 

where, with Joseph and Mary and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of 

your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Savior, the firstborn of all creation, the 

head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. By Christ, and with Christ, and in 

Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now 

and for ever.  

Amen. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to [sing], 

LORD’S PRAYER                                                                 LEVAS 264 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

FRACTION ANTHEM                                S164 

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy upon us.                                         

Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy upon us.                              

Jesus redeemer, redeemer of the world,                                                 
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Give us your peace, give us your peace. 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;                      

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 

you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

COMMUNION HYMN                 H312 - Strengthen for Service 

1 Strengthen for service, Lord, the hands 

that holy things have taken; 

let ears that now have heard thy songs 

to clamor never waken. 

 

2 Lord, may the tongues which “Holy” sang, 

keep free from all deceiving; 

the eyes which saw thy love be bright, 

thy blessed hope perceiving. 

 

3 The feet that tread thy hallowed courts 

from light do thou not banish; 

the bodies by thy Body fed 

with thy new life replenish. 

 
Strengthen for service, Lord, the hands, #312 from The Hymnal 1982 — Words: Syriac Liturgy of Malabar; tr. Charles William Humphreys (1840-1921); 

alt. Percy Dearmer (1867-1936). By permission of Oxford University Press. Music: Malabar, David McKinley Williams (1887-1978). Copyright © The 

Church Pension Fund. 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER                                                        BCP 365 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of 

your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 

Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 

strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

CLOSING HYMN                                   H718 - God of Our Fathers 

1 God of our fathers, whose almighty hand 

leads forth in beauty all the starry band 

of shining worlds in splendor through the skies, 

our grateful songs before thy throne arise. 
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2 Thy love divine hath led us in the past, 

in this free land by thee our lot is cast; 

be thou our ruler, guardian, guide, and stay 

thy word our law, thy paths our chosen way. 

 

3 From war’s alarms, from deadly pestilence, 

be thy strong arm our ever sure defense; 

thy true religion in our hearts increase, 

thy bounteous goodness nourish us in peace. 

 

4 Refresh thy people on their toilsome way, 

lead us from night to never-ending day; 

fill all our lives with love and grace divine, 

and glory, laud, and praise be ever thine. 

God of our fathers, whose almighty hand, #718 from The Hymnal 1982 — Words: Daniel Crane Roberts (1841-1907). Music: National Hymn, George 

William Warren (1828-1902). 

THE DISMISSAL                                                                    The Rev. Karen Mercer 

As we go forth into the world, refreshed and renewed, we reaffirm our commitment to 

our mission as a congregation: 

We are committed to sharing God’s love with all through our worship and 

ministries. 

Let us go forth to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

POSTLUDE 
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ABOUT THE ARTIST: 

 

 
 

Henry Ossawa Tanner 

 

Quiet and domestic, the scene depicted in The Thankful Poor suggests a spiritual 

moment between a young boy and an elderly man. Artist Henry Ossawa Tanner, 

born to a religious family, often channeled this sense of piety in his paintings over 

the span of his career. Later recognized for his biblical paintings, Tanner first 

produced genre scenes of Black American life near the turn of the 20th 

century. The Thankful Poor is the last known of these works. 

The decision to depict Black daily life became clear to the artist during his studies 

between Paris and Philadelphia, where he was academically trained. While Black 

subjects appeared in the works of white American artists, such as Winslow Homer 

and Thomas Eakins, Tanner distinctly prioritized the humanity of his figures. In The 

Thankful Poor, the artist accomplishes this by transforming a moment of prayer into 

a complex exchange of intergenerational kinship. Spiritual values are often tied to 

familial relations and this focus speaks to Tanner’s personal experiences within the 

African Methodist Episcopal Church, of which his father was a pastor. 

 

 

 

Our Prayer List 

Your prayers are requested for members and friends of The Church of the Holy Nativity: 

Eileen, Gloria, Mildred, Karen, Tammy, Emanuel, Karen R., Dorris, Gouri, Katrina, 

Elaine, Justina, Eva, Rebecca, Lisa, Faye, Fr. Bill, Sharon, Vestina, Ruth, James, 

Diamond, Jamie, King, Katrina, Angel, Hope, Arlene, Norman, Dorian, Noleen, Leonard, 

and Daniel. 
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We continue to ask for prayers for all those impacted by the coronavirus, those impacted 

by war and gun violence, those in our midst who are struggling with anxiety depression 

and addiction, those who are unemployed or underemployed, and the unhoused. 

 

 

 

 

Announcements 

 

     Prayer Service – Wednesdays – 12 Noon 

 

December 1     Advent I 

 

Saturday, December 7   4 pm A Service of Lessons &amp; Carols with the Holy 

Nativity Choir – The Cathedral of the Incarnation 

Baltimore, 4 E. University Parkway 

 

ZOOM LINK FOR BIBLE STUDY 

Bible Study: Isaiah, on Wednesdays beginning 10/23@ 7:30 pm until 12/18 

Meeting ID: 869 7275 3486 

Passcode: 145505 
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