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Christmas I 

 

 

December 29, 2024 

10 am 

Church of the Holy Nativity                                                                                                

4238 Pimlico Road                                                                                         

Baltimore, Maryland 21215 

www.holynativitybaltimore.org 

 

A WELCOMING AND INCLUSIVE CHURCH 

Celebrant: The Reverend Karen Mercer 

Musician: Dr. Lior Leigh 
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OPENING HYMN                                H82 – Of the Father’s Love Begotten 

1 Of the Father’s love begotten, 

ere the worlds began to be, 

he is Alpha and Omega, 

he the source, the ending he, 

of the things that are, that have been, 

and that future years shall see, 

evermore and evermore! 

 

2 O that birth for ever blessèd, 

when the Virgin, full of grace, 

by the Holy Ghost conceiving, 

bore the Savior of our race; 

and the Babe, the world’s Redeemer, 

first revealed his sacred face, 

evermore and evermore! 

 

3 Let the heights of heaven adore him; 

angel hosts, his praises sing; 

powers, dominions, bow before him, 

and extol our God and King; 

let no tongue on earth be silent, 

every voice in concert ring, 

evermore and evermore! 

 

4 Christ, to thee with God the Father, 

and, O Holy Ghost, to thee, 

hymn and chant and high thanksgiving, 

and unwearied praises be; 

honor, glory and dominion, 

and eternal victory, 

evermore and evermore! 

Of the Father’s love begotten, #82 from The Hymnal 1982 — Words: Marcus Aurelius Clemens Prudentius (348-410?); tr. John Mason Neale (1818-1866) 

and Henry Williams Baker (1821-1877), alt. Music: Divinum mysterium, Sanctus trope, 11th cent.; adapt. Piae Cantiones, 1582; acc. Bruce Neswick (b. 

1956). 

 

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.                  

And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.  

COLLECT FOR PURITY  

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known and from you no secrets 

are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your Holy Name; through 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

GLORIA                                                                           LEVAS 243  

Glory, Glory, hallelujah, Lord we praise your Holy name,                                           

Glory, Glory hallelujah, Lord we praise your Holy name.                                             

Glory to God in the highest and peace to His people on earth.                                                                                                  

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you 

thanks, we praise you for your glory.                                                                                             

Lord Jesus Christ, only son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, Glory, Glory, 

hallelujah, Lord we praise your Holy name,                                                                                                   

Glory, Glory hallelujah, Lord we praise your Holy name.                                                 

You take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;                                                
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You are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone 

are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,                                                                                                       

You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God 

the Father.                                                                                           

Glory, Glory, hallelujah, Lord we praise your Holy name,                       

Glory, Glory hallelujah, Lord we praise your Holy name. Amen. 

THE COLLECT                                                                                                              

The Lord be with you.                                                                                          

And also with you.                                                                                                        

Let us pray.  

Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word: Grant that 

this light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

for ever. Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT                                                                       Isaiah 61:10-62:3 

I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has 

clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of 

righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns 

herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes 

what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to 

spring up before all the nations. For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s 

sake I will not rest, until her vindication shines out like the dawn, and her salvation like a 

burning torch. The nations shall see your vindication, and all the kings your glory; and 

you shall be called by a new name that the mouth of the Lord will give. You shall be a 

crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 

Listen for The Word of The Lord.                        

Thanks be to God. 

THE RESPONSE                                                              Psalm 147:13-22 

13 Worship the Lord, O Jerusalem; * 

praise your God, O Zion; 

14 For he has strengthened the bars of your gates; * 

he has blessed your children within you. 

15 He has established peace on your borders; * 

he satisfies you with the finest wheat. 
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16 He sends out his command to the earth, * 

and his word runs very swiftly. 

17 He gives snow like wool; * 

he scatters hoarfrost like ashes. 

18 He scatters his hail like bread crumbs; * 

who can stand against his cold? 

19 He sends forth his word and melts them; * 

he blows with his wind, and the waters flow. 

20 He declares his word to Jacob, * 

his statutes and his judgments to Israel. 

21 He has not done so to any other nation; * 

to them he has not revealed his judgments. 

Hallelujah! 

THE EPISTLE                                                                              Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7 

Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith would 

be revealed. Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might 

be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a 

disciplinarian. But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a 

woman, born under the law, in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we 

might receive adoption as children. And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit 

of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave but a 

child, and if a child then also an heir, through God. 

Listen for The Word of The Lord.                        

Thanks be to God 

SEQUENCE HYMN                      H93 – Angels From the Realms of Glory (v. 1 & 2) 

1 Angels, from the realms of glory, 

wing your flight o’er all the earth; 

ye, who sang creation’s story, 

now proclaim Messiah’s birth: 

 

come and worship, come and worship, 

worship Christ, the newborn King. 
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2 Shepherds in the field abiding, 

watching o’er your flocks by night, 

God with you is now residing; 

yonder shines the infant Light: 

 

Refrain 

 

THE GOSPEL           John 1:1-18 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 

was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him 

not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was 

the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 

overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a 

witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not 

the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, 

was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world came into being through 

him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people 

did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave 

power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh 

or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and 

we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. (John 

testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me 

ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’“) From his fullness we have all received, 

grace upon grace. The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came 

through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to 

the Father’s heart, who has made him known. 

 

SEQUENCE HYMN                 H93 – Angels From the Realms of Glory  (v. 3 & 4) 

3 Sages, leave your contemplations; 

brighter visions beam afar: 

seek the great Desire of nations; 

ye have seen his natal star: 

 

come and worship, come and worship, 

worship Christ, the newborn King. 

 

4 Saints before the altar bending, 

watching long in hope and fear, 
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suddenly the Lord, descending, 

in his temple shall appear: 

 

Refrain 
 

Angels, from the realms of glory, #93 from The Hymnal 1982 — Words: James Montgomery (1771-1854), alt. Music: Regent Square, Henry Thomas Smart 

(1813-1879). 

 

SERMON                                                                                     The Rev. Karen Mercer 

 

NICENE CREED                                                                           BCP 358  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.                                                                                                                                                                             

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.                                                                                                                      

Through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:  

by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  

and was made man.                                                                                                          

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

he suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

and his kingdom will have no end.                                                                                                

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  

With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified.  

He has spoken through the Prophets.                                                                                         

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.                                                                                                                                                                                 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.                                                                                                                                                  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Intercessor: All things have been clothed in grace by the incarnation of our Lord Jesus 

Christ; all the earth has been enlightened in his dawning. Trusting in the light and grave, 

let us pray for all people in need and for all the world, saying: Merciful God, hear our 

prayer. 

Intercessor: For the churches, that united in life they may be faithful in witness to your 

Son come among us, merciful God,  
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Hear our prayer. 

Intercessor: For the poor of the earth, for the victims of warfare that their mourning may 

be turned into joy, merciful God, 

Hear our prayer. 

Intercessor: For all families, that they may be renewed in joy, receive the word of mercy 

into ttheir hearts, and become places of hospitality to the stranger, merciful God, 

Hear our prayer. 

Intercessor: For the leaders of nations, that they may turn from ways of fear and warfare 

to the ways of your wisdom and grace, merciful God, 

Hear our prayer. 

Intercessor: For our bishops Sean and Carrie and for all bishops, that they may rejoice in 

your mercy and faithfully teach the greatness of your coming among us, merciful God, 

Hear our prayer. 

Intercessor: For this assembly, for our sick and for ourselves, that we may be renewed by 

the light and grace of your incarnate word. We especially pray for those on our parish 

prayer list: Eileen, Gloria, Mildred, Karen, Tammy, Emanuel, Karen R., Dorris, Gouri, 

Katrina, Elaine, Justina, Eva, Rebecca, Lisa, Faye, Fr. Bill, Sharon, Vestina, Ruth, James, 

Diamond, Jamie, King, Katrina, Angel, Hope, Arlene, Norman, Dorian, Noleen, Leonard, 

Daniel, Nicole and Michael. Merciful God, 

Hear our prayer. 

Intercessor: You may add your own intercessions at this time. 

A period of silence follows after which the Celebrant concludes with the following 

prayers 

Celebrant: Rejoicing in the company of Mary, mother of our Lord, and of all the 

witnesses of the incarnation, we commend these prayers and all our life to you, O God, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

THE CONFESSION OF SIN 

Most merciful God,  

we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  

by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart;  

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us;  
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that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. 

Amen.  

Celebrant: Almighty God, have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 

in eternal life. Amen.  

THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you.                                            

And also with you. 

WELCOME                                                                       Senior Warden 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN                  H421 - All Glory be to God on High 

1 All glory be to God on high, 

and peace on earth from heaven, 

and God’s good will unfailingly 

be to all people given. 

We bless, we worship you, we raise 

for your great glory thanks and praise, 

O God, Almighty Father. 

 

2 O Lamb of God, Lord Jesus Christ, 

whom God the Father gave us, 

who for the world was sacrificed 

upon the cross to save us; 

and, as you sit at God’s right hand 

and we for judgment there must stand, 

have mercy, Lord, upon us. 

 

3 You only are the Holy One, 

who came for our salvation, 

What follows is the Holy Communion, the sacred meal of the Christian faith. The Episcopal Church, as do all other 

denominations rooted in the historic Christian faith, affirms that the sacrament of Baptism is the ancient and normative 

entry point for receiving the sacrament of Eucharist, yet no one who comes forward to receive the bread and wine at 

communion is ever turned away from God’s table. Wherever you are in your spiritual journey, the Episcopal Church 

welcomes you, and we invite you to explore with us what baptism may mean for you. Want to know more? Please see 

Rev. Mercer following the service. 
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and only you are God’s true Son, 

who was before creation. 

You only, Christ, as Lord we own and, 

with the Spirit, you alone 

share in the Father’s glory. 
 

All glory be to God on high, #421 from The Hymnal 1982 — Words: Nikolaus Decius (1490?-1541); tr. F. Bland Tucker (1895-1984), rev.; para. of Gloria 

in excelsis. Copyright © The Church Pension Fund. Music: Allein Gott in der Höh, melody att. Nikolaus Decius (1490?-1541); harm. Hieronymous 

Praetorius (1560?-1629). 

 

DOXOLOGY                                                                                   H 380 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

God be with you.                                                            

And also with you.                                                                     

Lift up your hearts.                                                                

We lift them to the Lord.                                                                  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                                   

It is right to give our thanks and praise.                            

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 

Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth.  

+ The Celebrant adds a Proper Preface, then continues,  

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 

company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:  

SANCTUS                                                                               S130 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of power and might 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory                                                                       

Hosanna in the highest                                                                                             

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord                                                    

Hosanna in the highest Hosanna in the highest                                                                                                                                                                                          

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we 

had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 

Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, 

to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the 

cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole 

world. On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ 

took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
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and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.” After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 

thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 

Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 

drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, 

the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may 

faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and          

at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this 

we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to [sing], 

LORD’S PRAYER                                                                 LEVAS 264 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

FRACTION ANTHEM                                S164 

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy upon us.                                         

Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy upon us.                              

Jesus redeemer, redeemer of the world,                                                 

Give us your peace, give us your peace. 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;                      

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 

you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

COMMUNION HYMN                                                    LEVAS 99 – On Christ the Solid Rock 

1 My hope is built on nothing less 

Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; 

I dare not trust the sweetest frame, 

But wholly lean on Jesus’ name. 
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On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand, 

All other ground is sinking sand. 

 

2 When darkness veils His lovely face, 

I rest on His unchanging grace; 

In ev’ry high and stormy gale, 

My anchor holds within the veil. 

 

Refrain 

 

3 His oath, His covenant and blood, 

Support me in the whelming flood; 

When all around my soul gives way, 

he then is all my hope and stay. 

 

Refrain 

 

4 When He shall come with trumpet sound, 

O may I then in Him be found; 

Dressed in His righteousness alone, 

Faultless to stand before the throne. 

 

Refrain 
 

On Christ the Solid Rock, #99 from Lift Every Voice and Sing II — Words: Edward Mote (1797-1874). Music: William B. Bradbury (1816-1868). 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER                                                        BCP 365 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of 

your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 

Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 

strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

CLOSING HYMN                            LEVAS 27 – Away in a Manger 

1 Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 

the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 

The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 

the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
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2 The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 

but little Lord Jesus no crying he makes. 

I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky, 

and stay by my side until morning is nigh. 

 

3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay 

close by me for ever, and love me I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 

and fit us for heaven to live with thee there. 
 

Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, #101 from The Hymnal 1982 — Words: Traditional carol. Music: Cradle Song, melody William James Kirkpatrick 

(1838-1921); harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958). 

 

THE DISMISSAL                                                                    The Rev. Karen Mercer 

As we go forth into the world, refreshed and renewed, we reaffirm our commitment to 

our mission as a congregation: 

We are committed to sharing God’s love with all through our worship and 

ministries. 

Let us go forth to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

POSTLUDE 
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Our Prayer List 

Your prayers are requested for members and friends of The Church of the Holy Nativity: 

Eileen, Gloria, Mildred, Karen, Tammy, Emanuel, Karen R., Dorris, Gouri, Katrina, 

Elaine, Justina, Eva, Rebecca, Lisa, Faye, Fr. Bill, Sharon, Vestina, Ruth, James, 

Diamond, Jamie, King, Katrina, Angel, Hope, Arlene, Norman, Dorian, Noleen, Leonard, 

Daniel, Nicole and Michael. 

 

We continue to ask for prayers for all those impacted by the coronavirus, those impacted 

by war and gun violence, those in our midst who are struggling with anxiety depression 

and addiction, those who are unemployed or underemployed, and the unhoused. 

 

 

Announcements 

 

     Prayer Service – Wednesdays – 12 Noon 

 

 

December 29   The Feast of the First      10 am 

Sunday after Christmas   

Advisory Board Meeting 
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Today is:  _______________   Sermon Title: ___________________________________ 

     

Key Verses: 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

  
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

Worship Songs: 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

Prayers: 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
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OLD TESTAMENT      Micah 5:2-5a 

You, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 

who are one of the little clans of Judah, 

from you shall come forth for me 

one who is to rule in Israel, 

whose origin is from of old, 

from ancient days. 

Therefore he shall give them up until the time 

when she who is in labor has brought forth; 

then the rest of his kindred shall return 

to the people of Israel. 

And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, 

in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 

And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 

to the ends of the earth; 

and he shall be the one of peace. 

 

Listen for the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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THE EPISTLE        Hebrews 10:5-10 

When Christ came into the world, he said, 

“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 

but a body you have prepared for me; 

in burnt offerings and sin offerings 

you have taken no pleasure. 

Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ 

(in the scroll of the book it is written of me).” 

When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in 

sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these 

are offered according to the law), then he added, “See, I have come to 

do your will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. 

And it is by God’s will that we have been sanctified through the 

offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 

 

Listen for the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 


