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Easter II 

 

 

April 27, 2025 

10 am 

Church of the Holy Nativity                       

4238 Pimlico Road                                                                                         

Baltimore, Maryland 21215 

www.holynativitybaltimore.org 

 

A WELCOMING AND INCLUSIVE CHURCH 

Celebrant: The Reverend Karen Mercer 

Musician: Dr. Lior Leigh 
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OPENING HYMN                 H180 – He is Risen  

1 He is risen, he is risen! 

Tell it out with joyful voice: 

he has burst his three days’ prison; 

let the whole wide earth rejoice: 

death is conquered, we are free, 

Christ has won the victory. 

 

2 Come, ye sad and fearful-hearted, 

with glad smile and radiant brow! 

Death’s long shadows have departed; 

Jesus’ woes are over now, 

and the passion that he bore— 

sin and pain can vex no more. 

 

3 Come, with high and holy hymning, 

hail our Lord’s triumphant day; 

not one darksome cloud is dimming 

yonder glorious morning ray, 

breaking o’er the purple east, 

symbol of our Easter feast. 

 

4 He is risen, he is risen! 

He hath opened heaven’s gate: 

we are free from sin’s dark prison, 

risen to a holier state; 

and a brighter Easter beam 

on our longing eyes shall stream. 

He is risen, he is risen, #180 from The Hymnal 1982 — Words: Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-1895), alt. Music: Unser Herrscher, Joachim Neander (1650-1680). 

OPENING SENTENCES 

Alleluia Christ is risen.                                                                                

The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.  

COLLECT FOR PURITY  

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known and from you no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your Holy 

Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

GLORIA                                                                                                                  L 243 

Glory, Glory, hallelujah, Lord we praise your Holy name,                                           

Glory, Glory hallelujah, Lord we praise your Holy name.                                             

Glory to God in the highest and peace to His people on earth.                                                                                                  

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give 

you thanks, we praise you for your glory.                                                                                             

Lord Jesus Christ, only son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, Glory, 

Glory, hallelujah, Lord we praise your Holy name,                                                                                                   

Glory, Glory hallelujah, Lord we praise your Holy name.                                                 

You take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;                                                

You are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone 

are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,                                                                                                       

You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of 

God the Father.                                                                                                                 
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Glory, Glory, hallelujah, Lord we praise your Holy name,                                                 

Glory, Glory hallelujah, Lord we praise your Holy name. Amen. 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY  

Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the new 

covenant of reconciliation: Grant that all who have been reborn into the fellowship of 

Christ's Body may show forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 

ever and ever. Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT                                                                      Acts 5:27-32 

When the temple police had brought the apostles, they had them stand before the 

council. The high priest questioned them, saying, "We gave you strict orders not to 

teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you are 

determined to bring this man's blood on us." But Peter and the apostles answered, "We 

must obey God rather than any human authority. The God of our ancestors raised up 

Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. God exalted him at his right 

hand as Leader and Savior that he might give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of 

sins. And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has 

given to those who obey him." 

Listen for The Word of The Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

THE RESPONSE                                                                       Psalm 150 

1 Hallelujah! 

Praise God in his holy temple; * 

praise him in the firmament of his power. 

2 Praise him for his mighty acts; * 

praise him for his excellent greatness. 

3 Praise him with the blast of the ram's-horn; * 

praise him with lyre and harp. 

4 Praise him with timbrel and dance; * 

praise him with strings and pipe. 

5 Praise him with resounding cymbals; * 

praise him with loud-clanging cymbals. 

6 Let everything that has breath * 

praise the Lord. Hallelujah! 



4 
 

THE EPISTLE                                                                Revelation 1:4-8 

John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from him who is 

and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his 

throne, and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the 

ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his 

blood, and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be 

glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. Look! He is coming with the clouds; 

every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and on his account all the tribes 

of the earth will wail. So it is to be. Amen. "I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the 

Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty. 

Listen for The Word of The Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

SEQUENCE HYMN                                  LEVAS 35 – O How He Loves You and Me 

1 O how He loves you and me. 

O how He loves you and me; 

He gave His life, what more could He give; 

O how He loves you, O how He loves me, 

O how He loves you and me. 

 

2 Jesus to Calvary did go, 

His love for the worlds to show; 

What He did there brought hope from despair; 

O how He loves you, O how He loves me, 

O how He loves you and me. 

O How He Loves You and Me, #35 from Lift Every Voice and Sing II — Words: Kurt Kaiser (b. 1934). Music: Kurt Kaiser. Copyright © 1975 Word Music (a div. of 
WORD, INC.). All Rights Reserved. International Copyright Secured. Used by permission. 

THE GOSPEL             John 20:19-31 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 

where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 

among them and said, "Peace be with you." After he said this, he showed them his 

hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to 

them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you." When he 

had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you 

forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are 

retained." But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with 

them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But 
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he said to them, "Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in 

the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe." A week later his 

disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors 

were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." Then he 

said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put 

it in my side. Do not doubt but believe." Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my 

God!" Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are 

those who have not seen and yet have come to believe." Now Jesus did many other 

signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. But these are 

written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and 

that through believing you may have life in his name. 

Listen for The Word of The Lord.                        

Thanks be to God. 

SEQUENCE HYMN                                  LEVAS 35 – O How He Loves You and Me 

1 O how He loves you and me. 

O how He loves you and me; 

He gave His life, what more could He give; 

O how He loves you, O how He loves me, 

O how He loves you and me. 

 

2 Jesus to Calvary did go, 

His love for the worlds to show; 

What He did there brought hope from despair; 

O how He loves you, O how He loves me, 

O how He loves you and me. 

O How He Loves You and Me, #35 from Lift Every Voice and Sing II — Words: Kurt Kaiser (b. 1934). Music: Kurt Kaiser. Copyright © 1975 Word Music (a div. of 
WORD, INC.). All Rights Reserved. International Copyright Secured. Used by permission. 

SERMON                                                              The Rev. Karen Mercer 

NICENE CREED                                                                      BCP 358  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.                                                                                                                                                                             

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.                                                                                                                      

Through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:  

by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
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and was made man.                                                                                                          

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

he suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

and his kingdom will have no end.                                                                                                

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  

With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified.  

He has spoken through the Prophets.                                                                                         

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.                                                                                                                                                                                 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.   

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Intercessor: In this Eastertide we celebrate and proclaim the signs of Jesus, that all 

might believe that he is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing they may have 

life in his name. Therefore, that everyone may experience the new life in Christ in the 

midst of the old life of sin and doubt, let us pray for all God’s people, and for all 

people everywhere according to their needs, saying: Lord, have mercy. 

Intercessor: For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the Holy Church of God, 

and for the unity of all peoples.  

Lord, have mercy. 

Intercessor: For Sean, our Presiding Bishop, for Carrie, our Bishop, for Karen, our 

Vicar, and for all the clergy and people.  

Lord, have mercy. 

Intercessor: For Donald, our President, Wes, our Governor, and Brandon, our Mayor, 

for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority.  

Lord, have mercy. 

Intercessor: That amid all the doubts which threaten to destroy the community of faith, 

Christ’s peace may be shared and experienced for the strengthening of belief. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Intercessor: That all who have come to new birth in holy baptism and all who have 

received the forgiveness of sins in absolution may live in peace with each other. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Intercessor: That the sick, the infirm, and the disturbed might experience the healing 

power of the Spirit of the risen Christ. We especially pray for those on our prayer list: 
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Gloria, Mildred, Karen, Rashad, Tammy, Faye, Fr. Bill, James, Silma, and Aldwyn, 

Gilma and Irene.  

Lord, have mercy. 

Intercessor: That those who participate in the eucharistic meal may taste and see the 

feast to come in the presence of the one who died and is alive forevermore. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Intercessor: That all who have died in the faith may serve as examples to us who 

continue in our pilgrimage on Earth. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Intercessor: You may add your own intercessions at this time. 

Celebrant: Lord, we believe. Help our unbelief, and hear us for the sake of the one 

who died for our sins and rose again for our justification, even Jesus Christ, the first 

and the last, the living one, in whose name we pray.  

A PRAYER FOR OUR PARISH  

God of Eternity, we gather today to give thanks for the past. We think back to those 

who first had a vision of a church in this place, to those who gave of their labor, their 

treasure, their time to make it happen.  

God of Eternity, we also give thanks for our present and our future. As we gather here 

today we look for hope. The present is unsettling, the future is uncertain. We hope that 

in the goodness of your love that your guidance will be ever-present.  

Fill us with a vision for what we could be. Give us hope for our congregation and our 

community that lead us into your abundance and not our scarcity.  

God of Eternity, in a time of uncertainty we so often fall into fear and worry, show us 

the opportunities in our chaotic world, remind us of our priorities in relationship to 

you, push us to see how our choices matter, and then fill us with hope in a new heaven 

and a new earth.  

God of our future, may we walk boldly into what may come, as a people of faith and 

hope. May we be found faithful in the world in which we live.  

Amen.  

THE CONFESSION OF SIN 

Most merciful God,  

we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  

by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
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we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us;  

that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 

Name. Amen.  

Celebrant: Almighty God, have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our 

Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 

keep you in eternal life. Amen.  

 

THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you.                                                                    

And also with you.                                                        

WELCOME                                                                                               Senior Warden 

ANNOUNCEMENTS              The Rev. Karen Mercer 

 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

 

What follows is the Holy Communion, the sacred meal of the Christian faith. The Episcopal Church, as do all other 

denominations rooted in the historic Christian faith, affirms that the sacrament of Baptism is the ancient and normative 

entry point for receiving the sacrament of Eucharist, yet no one who comes forward to receive the bread and wine at 

communion is ever turned away from God’s table. Wherever you are in your spiritual journey, the Episcopal Church 

welcomes you, and we invite you to explore with us what baptism may mean for you. Want to know more? Please see 

Rev. Mercer following the service. 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN                                LEVAS 52 – God Has Smiled on Me 

God has smiled on me. 

He has set me free. 

God has smiled on me. 

He’s been good to me. 

1 He is the source of all my joy. 

He fills me with His love. 

The grace that I employ. 

He sends down from above. 

Refrain 

 

2 A light unto my path is He, 

My strength when I would fall 

He guides each day for me. 

God is my all and all. 

 

Refrain 

 

DOXOLOGY                                                                                                         H 380 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
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Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The people remain standing. The Celebrant faces them and says 

God be with you.                                                                 

And also with you.                                                               

Lift up your hearts.                                                                  

We lift them to the Lord.                                                                  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                                  

It is right to give our thanks and praise.    

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 

Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth.  

The Celebrant adds a Proper Preface, then continues,  

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all 

the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 

Name:  

SANCTUS                                                                               LEVAS 255 

Holy, holy, holy, holy, holy Lord, God of hosts, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory 

 Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, of the Lord. 

 Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made 

known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word 

spoken through the prophets; and above all in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. For 

in these last days you sent Jesus to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior 

and Redeemer of the world. In Christ, you have delivered us from evil, and made us 

worthy to stand before you. In Christ, you have brought us out of error into truth, out 

of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. On the night before he died for us, our 

Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and 

gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.” After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and 

when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is 

my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 
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forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,  

We remember Christ’s death,                                                

We proclaim Christ’s resurrection,                                                             

We await Christ’s coming in glory;  

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Savior of all; 

presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious 

God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the 

Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us in the sacrifice of Jesus 

Christ, through whom we are acceptable to you, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In 

the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that 

heavenly country where, with Joseph and Mary and all your saints, we may enter the 

everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Savior, the 

firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. By 

Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and 

glory is yours, Almighty God, now and for ever.   

Amen.  

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to [sing], 

LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                       LEVAS 264 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD       

FRACTION ANTHEM                                     S164 

Jesus, Lamb of God: 

Have mercy on us. 

Jesus, bearer of our sins: 

Have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer of the world: 

Give us your peace, give us your peace. 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;                                   

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died 

for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.  

 

Co                
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COMMUNION HYMN                       H193 – That Easter Day With Joy Was Bright 

1 That Easter day with joy was bright, 

 the sun shone out with fairer light, 

 when, to their longing eyes restored, 

 the apostles saw their risen Lord. 

 

2 His risen flesh with radiance glowed; 

 his wounded hands and feet he showed; 

 those scars their solemn witness gave 

 that Christ was risen from the grave. 

 

3 O Jesus, King of gentleness, 

 do thou thyself our hearts possess 

 that we may give thee all our days 

 the willing tribute of our praise. 

4 O Lord of all, with us abide 

 in this our joyful Eastertide; 

 from every weapon death can wield 

 thine own redeemed for ever shield. 

 

5 All praise, O risen Lord, we give 

 to thee, who, dead, again dost live; 

 to God the Father equal praise, 

 and God the Holy Ghost, we raise. 
 

That Easter day with joy was bright, #193 from The Hymnal 1982 — Words: Latin, 5th cent.; ver. Hymnal 1940. Copyright © The Church Pension Fund. Music: 
Puer nobis, melody from Trier MS., 15th cent.; adapt. Michael Praetorius (1571-1621); harm. Hymns Ancient and Modern, Revised, 1950; alt. acc. John F. 
Erickson (b. 1938). 

            POST-COMMUNION PRAYER                                              BCP 365     

Et              Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 

members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual 

food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in 

peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and 

singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.               

 

THE BLESSING   

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great 

Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you 

perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well pleasing 

in his sight, and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit; be among you and remain with you always. Amen.  
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CLOSING HYMN                              H182 – Christ is Alive 

1 Christ is alive! Let Christians sing. 

His cross stands empty to the sky. 

Let streets and homes with praises ring. 

His love in death shall never die. 

 

2 Christ is alive! No longer bound 

to distant years in Palestine, 

he comes to claim the here and now 

and conquer every place and time. 

 

3 Not throned above, remotely high, 

untouched, unmoved by human pains, 

but daily, in the midst of life, 

our Savior with the Father reigns. 

 

4 In every insult, rift, and war 

where color, scorn or wealth divide, 

he suffers still, yet loves the more, 

and lives, though ever crucified. 

 

5 Christ is alive! His Spirit burns 

through this and every future age, 

till all creation lives and learns 

his joy, his justice, love, and praise. 
 

Christ is alive! Let Christians sing, #182 from The Hymnal 1982 — Words: Brian A. Wren (b. 1936), rev. Copyright © 1975 by Hope Publishing Company, Carol 
Stream, IL 60188. All Rights Reserved. Used by permission. Music: Truro, melody from Psalmodia Evangelica, Part II, 1789; harm. Lowell Mason (1792-1872), 
alt. 

THE DISMISSAL                                                                      The Rev. Karen Mercer 

As we go forth into the world, refreshed and renewed, we reaffirm our commitment to 

our mission as a congregation 

We are committed to sharing God’s love with all through our worship and 

ministries. 

Let us go forth to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia 

POSTLUDE 
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Our Prayer List 

Your prayers are requested for members and friends of The Church of the Holy 

Nativity: Eileen, Gloria, Mildred, Karen, Tammy, Emanuel, Karen R., Dorris, Gouri, 

Katrina, Elaine, Justina, Eva, Rebecca, Lisa, Faye, Fr. Bill, Sharon, Vestina, Ruth, 

James, Diamond, Jamie, King, Rashad, Katrina, Angel, Hope, Arlene, Norman, 

Dorian, Daniel, Nicole, Michael, Tyrus, Shirley, Silma, Aldwyn, William, Deja, Joy, 

Gilma, and Irene. 

 

We continue to ask for prayers for all those impacted by the coronavirus, those 

impacted by war and gun violence, those in our midst who are struggling with anxiety 

depression and addiction, those who are unemployed or underemployed, and the 

unhoused. 

 

Announcements 

 

Soup, Sandwich & Prayer  

Wednesdays – Noon -1:15 pm, Hope House  

 

April 27, 2025   Choir rehearsal immediately following service 

 

May 4, 2025    First Sunday Meal 

 

May 11, 2025   Mother’s Day 

     Rev. Neva Brown – Officiant 

 

May 18, 2025   Morning Prayer 

 

May 24, 2025  Building Stronger Futures: Financial, 

3-5 pm    Personal & Community Growth – Mental Health & 

Social-Emotional Learning  

 

May 26, 2025   Memorial Day 
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