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OPENING HYMN H180 — He is Risen

1 He is risen, he is risen! 3 Come, with high and holy hymning,
Tell it out with joyful voice: hail our Lord’s triumphant day;

he has burst his three days’ prison; not one darksome cloud is dimming
let the whole wide earth rejoice: yonder glorious morning ray,

death is conquered, we are free, breaking o’er the purple east,
Christ has won the victory. symbol of our Easter feast.

2 Come, ye sad and fearful-hearted, 4 He is risen, he is risen!

with glad smile and radiant brow! He hath opened heaven’s gate:
Death’s long shadows have departed; we are free from sin’s dark prison,
Jesus’ woes are over now, risen to a holier state;

and the passion that he bore— and a brighter Easter beam

sin and pain can vex no more. on our longing eyes shall stream.

He is risen, he is risen, #180 from The Hymnal 1982 — Words: Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-1895), alt. Music: Unser Herrscher, Joachim Neander (1650-1680).

OPENING SENTENCES
Alleluia Christ is risen.
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

COLLECT FOR PURITY

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known and from you no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your Holy
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

GLORIA L 243
Glory, Glory, hallelujah, Lord we praise your Holy name,

Glory, Glory hallelujah, Lord we praise your Holy name.

Glory to God in the highest and peace to His people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give
you thanks, we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, Glory,
Glory, hallelujah, Lord we praise your Holy name,

Glory, Glory hallelujah, Lord we praise your Holy name.

You take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;

You are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone
are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,

You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of
God the Father.




Glory, Glory, hallelujah, Lord we praise your Holy name,
Glory, Glory hallelujah, Lord we praise your Holy name. Amen.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of
bread: Open the eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming work;
who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT Acts 9:1-20

Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the
high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he
found any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to
Jerusalem. Now as he was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light
from heaven flashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to
him, "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?" He asked, "Who are you, Lord?" The
reply came, "l am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. But get up and enter the city, and
you will be told what you are to do." [The men who were traveling with him stood
speechless because they heard the voice but saw no one. Saul got up from the ground,
and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the hand and
brought him into Damascus. For three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor
drank. Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in
a vision, "Ananias." He answered, "Here | am, Lord." The Lord said to him, "Get up
and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus
named Saul. At this moment he is praying, and he has seen in a vision a man named
Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.” But
Ananias answered, "Lord, | have heard from many about this man, how much evil he
has done to your saints in Jerusalem; and here he has authority from the chief priests
to bind all who invoke your name." But the Lord said to him, "Go, for he is an
instrument whom | have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and kings and
before the people of Israel; | myself will show him how much he must suffer for the
sake of my name." So Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul
and said, "Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has
sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit." And
immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was restored. Then
he got up and was baptized, and after taking some food, he regained his strength. For
several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, and immediately he began to
proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, "He is the Son of God."
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Listen for The Word of The Lord.
Thanks be to God.

THE RESPONSE Psalm 30
1 1 will exalt you, O Lord,

because you have lifted me up *

and have not let my enemies triumph over me.

2 O Lord my God, I cried out to you, *
and you restored me to health.

3 You brought me up, O Lord, from the dead; *
you restored my life as | was going down to the grave.

4 Sing to the Lord, you servants of his; *
give thanks for the remembrance of his holiness.

5 For his wrath endures but the twinkling of an eye, *
his favor for a lifetime.

6 Weeping may spend the night, *
but joy comes in the morning.

7 While | felt secure, | said,
"I shall never be disturbed. *
You, Lord, with your favor, made me as strong as the mountains."

8 Then you hid your face, *
and I was filled with fear.

9 | cried to you, O Lord; *
| pleaded with the Lord, saying,

10 "What profit is there in my blood, if | go down to the Pit? *
will the dust praise you or declare your faithfulness?

11 Hear, O Lord, and have mercy upon me; *
O Lord, be my helper.™

12 You have turned my wailing into dancing; *
you have put off my sack-cloth and clothed me with joy.




13 Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing; *
O Lord my God, I will give you thanks for ever.

THE EPISTLE Revelation 1:11-14
| looked, and | heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and the living
creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and thousands of
thousands, singing with full voice, "Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered to
receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!"
Then | heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea,
and all that is in them, singing, "To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb

be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!" And the four living
creatures said, "Amen!" And the elders fell down and worshiped.

Listen for The Word of The Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SEQUENCE HYMN LEVAS 41 — Christ has arisen
Christ has arisen, Alleluia.

Rejoice and praise Him, Alleluia.

For our Redeemer burst from the tomb,

Even from death dispelling its gloom.

Let us sing praise to Him with endless joy.

Death’s fearful sting He has come to destroy,

Our sin forgiving, Alleluia.

Jesus is living, Alleluia.

Christ Has Arisen, #41 from Lift Every Voice and Sing Il — Words: Swahili Text; tr. Howard Olson. Music: Haya Tune; Tumshagilie Mungu, Makumira, Tanzania;
harm. Carl Haywood (b. 1949), from Songs of Praise. Copyright © 1992. Words and Music Reprinted from Lead Us Lord by Howard S. Olson, Copyright © 1974
Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress.

THE GOSPEL John 21:1-19
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed
himself in this way. Gathered there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the
Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his
disciples. Simon Peter said to them, "'l am going fishing." They said to him, "We will
go with you." They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.
Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it
was Jesus. Jesus said to them, "Children, you have no fish, have you?" They answered
him, "No." He said to them, "Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will
find some." So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in because there
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were so many fish. That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, "It is the Lord!"
When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he was
naked, and jumped into the sea. But the other disciples came in the boat, dragging the
net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only about a hundred yards off.
When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread.
Jesus said to them, "Bring some of the fish that you have just caught." So Simon Peter
went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-three of them;
and though there were so many, the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, "Come and
have breakfast." Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, "Who are you?" because
they knew it was the Lord. Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and did
the same with the fish. This was now the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples
after he was raised from the dead. When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to
Simon Peter, "Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?" He said to him,
"Yes, Lord; you know that | love you." Jesus said to him, "Feed my lambs." A second
time he said to him, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" He said to him, "Yes,
Lord; you know that I love you." Jesus said to him, "Tend my sheep." He said to him
the third time, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" Peter felt hurt because he said to
him the third time, "Do you love me?" And he said to him, "Lord, you know
everything; you know that | love you." Jesus said to him, "Feed my sheep. Very truly,
| tell you, when you were younger, you used to fasten your own belt and to go
wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and
someone else will fasten a belt around you and take you where you do not wish to go."
(He said this to indicate the kind of death by which he would glorify God.) After this
he said to him, "Follow me."

Listen for The Word of The Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SEQUENCE HYMN LEVAS 41 — Christ has arisen
Christ has arisen, Alleluia.

Rejoice and praise Him, Alleluia.

For our Redeemer burst from the tomb,

Even from death dispelling its gloom.

Let us sing praise to Him with endless joy.

Death’s fearful sting He has come to destroy,

Our sin forgiving, Alleluia.

Jesus is living, Alleluia.




SERMON The Rev. Karen Mercer

NICENE CREED BCP 358
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:

by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son.

With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified.

He has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Intercessor: In this Eastertide the hosts of heaven proclaim, “Worthy is the Lamb who
was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory
and blessing.” Therefore | invite you, who join the worship of the Lamb with the
angles and archangels and all the company of heaven, to pray for all or whom he died,
saying: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Intercessor: For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the Holy Church of God,
and for the unity of all peoples. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Intercessor: For Sean, our Presiding Bishop, for Carrie, our Bishop, for Karen, our
Vicar, and for all the clergy and people. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.




Intercessor: For Donald, our President, Wes, our Governor, and Brandon, our Mayor,
for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Intercessor: Almighty and merciful God, you exalted your Son as Leader and Savior,
and raised him above all rule and authority. Give your faithful people courage to
follow him in obedience to you wherever we are called to witness. Lord, in your
mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Intercessor: As the disciples of Jesus shared food with their Master, so give us the
generosity to share what we have with those in need. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

We especially pray for those on our prayer list: Gloria, Mildred, Karen, Rashad,
Tammy, Faye, Fr. Bill, James, Silma, and Aldwyn, Gilma and Irene.
Hear our prayer.

Intercessor: As Jesus commanded Peter to feed his sheep, so strengthen all the clergy
to preach the gospel and administer the sacraments with faithfulness and conviction.
Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Intercessor: As the disciples shared a meal with the risen Lord, so by your Holy Spirit
bring us in faith to the table of the Lord where we may feast on him who is our priest
and victim. Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Intercessor: Bring us at last with all the saints to the adoration of the Lamb who was
slain. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Intercessor: You may add your own intercessions at this time.

Celebrant: To the one who sits upon the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor
and glory and might forever and ever.

A PRAYER FOR OUR PARISH

God of Eternity, we gather today to give thanks for the past. We think back to those
who first had a vision of a church in this place, to those who gave of their labor, their
treasure, their time to make it happen.

God of Eternity, we also give thanks for our present and our future. As we gather here
today we look for hope. The present is unsettling, the future is uncertain. We hope that
in the goodness of your love that your guidance will be ever-present.
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Fill us with a vision for what we could be. Give us hope for our congregation and our
community that lead us into your abundance and not our scarcity.

God of Eternity, in a time of uncertainty we so often fall into fear and worry, show us
the opportunities in our chaotic world, remind us of our priorities in relationship to
you, push us to see how our choices matter, and then fill us with hope in a new heaven
and a new earth.

God of our future, may we walk boldly into what may come, as a people of faith and
hope. May we be found faithful in the world in which we live.
Amen.

THE CONFESSION OF SIN

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your
Name. Amen.

Celebrant: Almighty God, have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit
keep you in eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.

WELCOME Senior Warden
ANNOUNCEMENTS The Rev. Karen Mercer

THE HOLY COMMUNION

\What follows is the Holy Communion, the sacred meal of the Christian faith. The Episcopal Church, as do all other
denominations rooted in the historic Christian faith, affirms that the sacrament of Baptism is the ancient and normative
entry point for receiving the sacrament of Eucharist, yet no one who comes forward to receive the bread and wine at
communion is ever turned away from God’s table. Wherever you are in your spiritual journey, the Episcopal Church
welcomes you, and we invite you to explore with us what baptism may mean for you. Want to know more? Please see
Rev. Mercer following the service.




OFFERTORY HYMN H209 — We Walk By Faith
1 We walk by faith, and not by sight;

no gracious words we hear

from him who spoke as none e’er spoke;

but we believe him near.

2 We may not touch his hands and side,
nor follow where he trod,

but in his promise we rejoice,

and cry, “My Lord and God!”

3 Help then, O Lord, our unbelief;
and may our faith abound,

to call on you when you are near,
and seek where you are found:

4 that, when our life of faith is done,
in realms of clearer light

we may behold you as you are,

with full and endless sight.

We walk by faith, and not by sight, #209 from The Hymnal 1982 — Words: Henry Alford (1810-1871), alt. Music: St. Botolph, Gordon Slater (1896-1979). By
permission of Oxford University Press.

DOXOLOGY H 380

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The people remain standing. The Celebrant faces them and says
God be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth.

The Celebrant adds a Proper Preface, then continues,

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your
Name:

SANCTUS LEVAS 255
Holy, holy, holy, holy, holy Lord, God of hosts,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made
known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word
spoken through the prophets; and above all in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. For
in these last days you sent Jesus to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior
and Redeemer of the world. In Christ, you have delivered us from evil, and made us
worthy to stand before you. In Christ, you have brought us out of error into truth, out
of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. On the night before he died for us, our
Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.” After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is
my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

We remember Christ’s death,
We proclaim Christ’s resurrection,
We await Christ’s coming in glory;

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Savior of all;
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious
God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the
Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us in the sacrifice of Jesus
Christ, through whom we are acceptable to you, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In
the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that
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heavenly country where, with Joseph and Mary and all your saints, we may enter the
everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Savior, the
firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. By
Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and
glory is yours, Almighty God, now and for ever.

Amen.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to [sing],
LORD’S PRAYER LEVAS 264

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

FRACTION ANTHEM S164
Jesus, Lamb of God:

Have mercy on us.

Jesus, bearer of our sins:

Have mercy on us.

Jesus, redeemer of the world:

Give us your peace, give us your peace.

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died
for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

COMMUNION HYMN H312 — Strengthen for Service
1 Strengthen for service, Lord, the hands

that holy things have taken;

let ears that now have heard thy songs

to clamor never waken.

2 Lord, may the tongues which “Holy” sang,
keep free from all deceiving;

the eyes which saw thy love be bright,

thy blessed hope perceiving.

3 The feet that tread thy hallowed courts
from light do thou not banish;

the bodies by thy Body fed

with thy new life replenish.
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Strengthen for service, Lord, the hands, #312 from The Hymnal 1982 — Words: Syriac Liturgy of Malabar; tr. Charles William Humphreys (1840-1921); alt.
Percy Dearmer (1867-1936). By permission of Oxford University Press. Music: Malabar, David McKinley Williams (1887-1978). Copyright © The Church Pension
Fund.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER BCP 365
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual
food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in
peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and
singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE BLESSING

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great
Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you
perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well pleasing
in his sight, and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit; be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN H199 — Come Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain
1 Come, ye faithful, raise the strain

of triumphant gladness!

God hath brought his Israel

into joy from sadness:

loosed from Pharaoh’s bitter yoke

Jacob’s sons and daughters,

led them with unmoistened foot

through the Red Sea waters.

2 ’Tis the spring of souls today:
Christ hath burst his prison,

and from three days’ sleep in death
as a sun hath risen;

all the winter of our sins,

long and dark, is flying

from his light, to whom we give
laud and praise undying.

3 Now the queen of seasons, bright
with the day of splendor,

with the royal feast of feasts,
comes its joy to render;

comes to glad Jerusalem,

who with true affection
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welcomes in unwearied strains
J CSUS, I‘GSHITGCtiOI’l.

4 Neither might the gates of death,
nor the tomb’s dark portal,

nor the watchers, nor the seal

hold thee as a mortal:

but today amidst thine own

thou didst stand, bestowing

that thy peace which evermore
passeth human knowing.

Come, ye faithful, raise the strain, #199 from The Hymnal 1982 — Words: John of Damascus (8th cent.); tr. John Mason Neale (1818-1866), alt. Music: St.
Kevin, Arthur Seymour Sullivan (1842-1900).

THE DISMISSAL The Rev. Karen Mercer
As we go forth into the world, refreshed and renewed, we reaffirm our commitment to
our mission as a congregation

We are committed to sharing God’s love with all through our worship and
ministries.

Let us go forth to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia

POSTLUDE
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Our Prayer List

Your prayers are requested for members and friends of The Church of the Holy
Nativity: Eileen, Gloria, Mildred, Karen, Tammy, Emanuel, Karen R., Dorris, Gouri,
Katrina, Elaine, Justina, Eva, Rebecca, Lisa, Faye, Fr. Bill, Sharon, Vestina, Ruth,
James, Diamond, Jamie, King, Rashad, Katrina, Angel, Hope, Arlene, Norman,
Dorian, Daniel, Nicole, Michael, Tyrus, Shirley, Silma, Aldwyn, William, Deja, Joy,
Gilma, and Irene.

We continue to ask for prayers for all those impacted by the coronavirus, those
Impacted by war and gun violence, those in our midst who are struggling with anxiety
depression and addiction, those who are unemployed or underemployed, and the
unhoused.

Announcements
May 4, 2025 First Sunday Meal
May 11, 2025 Mother’s Day

Rev. Neva Brown — Officiant
May 18, 2025 Morning Prayer

May 26, 2025 Memorial Day
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Tetes

Today is: Sermon Title:

Key Verses:

Worship Songs:

Prayers:
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