Pentecost X

[image: ]
August 17, 2025
10 am
Church of the Holy Nativity                      
4238 Pimlico Road                                                                                         Baltimore, Maryland 21215
www.holynativitybaltimore.org

A WELCOMING AND INCLUSIVE CHURCH
Celebrant: The Reverend Karen Mercer
Musician: Dr. Lior Leigh


PRELUDE
OPENING HYMN      		                                H368 – Holy Father, Great Creator
1 Holy Father, great Creator,
source of mercy, love, and peace,
look upon the Mediator,
clothe us with his righteousness;
heavenly Father, heavenly Father,
through the Savior hear and bless.
2 Holy Jesus, Lord of glory,
whom angelic hosts proclaim,
while we hear thy wondrous story,
meet and worship in thy Name,
dear Redeemer, dear Redeemer,
in our hearts thy peace proclaim.
3 Holy Spirit, Sanctifier,
come with unction from above,
touch our hearts with sacred fire,
fill them with the Savior's love.
Source of comfort, Source of comfort,
cheer us with the Savior's love.
4 God the Lord, through every nation
let thy wondrous mercies shine.
In the song of thy salvation
every tongue and race combine.
Great Jehovah, great Jehovah,
form our hearts and make them thine.
Holy Father, great Creator Author:	Alexander Viets Griswold, 1766-1843 (alt.) Meter: 87. 87. 87 Language: English Publication Date: 1985 Topic: The Holy Trinity Tune Information Name: REGENT SQUARE Composer: Henry Thomas Smart, 1813-1879 Composer (desc.): Craig Sellar Lang, 1891-1971 Meter: 87. 87. 87 Key: A Major Copyright: Descant © 1953, Novello & Company Limited. Used by permission.
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OPENING SENTENCES
	Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

	And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

	
	


COLLECT FOR PURITY 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your Holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
GLORIA                                                                                                          LEVAS 243
Glory, Glory, hallelujah, Lord we praise your Holy name,                                           Glory, Glory hallelujah, Lord we praise your Holy name.                                             Glory to God in the highest and peace to His people on earth.                                                                                                  Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.                                                                                             Lord Jesus Christ, only son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, Glory, Glory, hallelujah, Lord we praise your Holy name,                                                                                                   Glory, Glory hallelujah, Lord we praise your Holy name.                                                 You take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;                                                You are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,                                                                                                       You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.                                                                                                                 
Glory, Glory, hallelujah, Lord we praise your Holy name,                                                 Glory, Glory hallelujah, Lord we praise your Holy name. Amen.
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us a sacrifice for sin, and also an example of godly life: Give us grace to receive thankfully the fruits of his redeeming work, and to follow daily in the blessed steps of his most holy life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen

OLD TESTAMENT	                                                      	        Jeremiah 23:23-29
Am I a God near by, says the Lord, and not a God far off? Who can hide in secret places so that I cannot see them? says the Lord. Do I not fill heaven and earth? says the Lord. I have heard what the prophets have said who prophesy lies in my name, saying, "I have dreamed, I have dreamed!" How long? Will the hearts of the prophets ever turn back-- those who prophesy lies, and who prophesy the deceit of their own heart? They plan to make my people forget my name by their dreams that they tell one another, just as their ancestors forgot my name for Baal. Let the prophet who has a dream tell the dream, but let the one who has my word speak my word faithfully. What has straw in common with wheat? says the Lord. Is not my word like fire, says the Lord, and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces? 
Listen for The Word of The Lord.
Thanks be to God.

THE RESPONSE                                  			                                  Psalm 82
1 God takes his stand in the council of heaven; *
he gives judgment in the midst of the gods:
2 "How long will you judge unjustly, *
and show favor to the wicked?
3 Save the weak and the orphan; *
defend the humble and needy;
4 Rescue the weak and the poor; *
deliver them from the power of the wicked.
5 They do not know, neither do they understand;
they go about in darkness; *
all the foundations of the earth are shaken.
6 Now I say to you, 'You are gods, *
and all of you children of the Most High;
7 Nevertheless, you shall die like mortals, *
and fall like any prince.'"
8 Arise, O God, and rule the earth, *
for you shall take all nations for your own.
THE EPISTLE                                          			                Hebrews 11:29-12:2
 By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when the Egyptians attempted to do so they were drowned. By faith the walls of Jericho fell after they had been encircled for seven days. By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, because she had received the spies in peace. And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets-- who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. Women received their dead by resurrection. Others were tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a better resurrection. Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned to death, they were sawn in two, they were killed by the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, persecuted, tormented-- of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground. Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive what was promised, since God had provided something better so that they would not, apart from us, be made perfect. Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.
Listen for The Word of The Lor.
Thanks be to God.

[bookmark: _Hlk203599098]SEQUENCE HYMN              	                                H379 – God Is Love (1st & 2 verses)
1.God is Love, let heaven adore him;
God is Love, let earth rejoice;
let creation sing before him
and exalt him with one voice.
God who laid the earth’s foundation,
God who spread the heaven above,
God who breathes through all creation:
God is Love, eternal Love.

2.God is Love; and Love enfolds us,
all the world in one embrace:
with unfailing grasp God holds us,
every child of every race.
And when human hearts are breaking
under sorrow’s iron rod,
then we find that selfsame aching
deep within the heart of God.


THE HOLY GOSPEL							              Luke 12:49-56
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, "I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! I have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what stress I am under until it is completed! Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division! From now on five in one household will be divided, three against two and two against three; they will be divided: father against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law." He also said to the crowds, "When you see a cloud rising in the west, you immediately say, `It is going to rain'; and so it happens. And when you see the south wind blowing, you say, `There will be scorching heat'; and it happens. You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret the present time?"
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, Lord Christ.

SEQUENCE HYMN              	                                           H379- God Is Love 3rd verse 
3God is Love; and though with blindness
sin afflicts all human life,
God’s eternal loving-kindness
guides us through our earthly strife.
Sin and death and hell shall never
o’er us final triumph gain;
God is Love, so Love for ever
o’er the universe must reign.

God is Love, let heaven adore him, #379 from The Hymnal 1982 — Words: Timothy Rees (1874-1939), alt. Held by A.R. Mowbray & Co. Ltd. Music: Abbot’s Leigh, Cyril Vincent Taylor (1907-1991). Copyright © 1942 Renewal 1970, by Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All Rights Reserved. Used by permission.

[bookmark: _Hlk204337605]SERMON                                                   			          The Rev. Karen Mercer

Let us pause momentarily as we reflect on God’s word.

THE NICENE CREED                                                                   		   BCP 358 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.                                                                                                                                                                             We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.                                                                                                                      Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man.                                                                                                          For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end.                                                                                                We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets.                                                                                         We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.                                                                                                                                                                                 We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Intercessor: We hope to see the Lord's work in this world, answering God's call and not fighting against it. Let’s us pray with one voice, saying: Lord, hear our prayer 
[bookmark: _Hlk205999460]Intercessor: Help us to heed and not to harm the messenger of peace, we pray you, O Lord:
Hear our prayer
Intercessor: Help us to bear and not to break the discipline of truth, we pray you , O Lord 
Hear our prayer
Intercessor: Help us to feel and never to fear the love of Christ, we pray you, O Lord:
Hear our prayer
Intercessor: To those who must bear a message of peace, give a Christlike courage, we pray you, O Lord:
Hear our prayer
Intercessor: To those who must teach the ways of truth, give a Christlike strength, we pray you, O Lord:
Hear our prayer
Intercessor: To those who must love when hatred rules, give a Christlike heart, we pray you, O Lord:
Hear our prayer
Intercessor: Take away war; take away lies; take away hatred, we pray you, O Lord:
Hear our prayer
Intercessor: Send us prophets; send us teachers, sons and daughters of your name, we pray you, O Lord.
Intercessor: You may add your own intercession at this time 

Celebrant:  O Lord, we have learned what to ask you through your Son, the peacemaker, the teacher of truth, who loved without limit. It is you that he revealed. We want to be like you in him, through whom we pray. Amen

A PRAYER FOR OUR PARISH 
God of Eternity, we gather today to give thanks for the past. We think back to those who first had a vision of a church in this place, to those who gave of their labor, their treasure, their time to make it happen. 
God of Eternity, we also give thanks for our present and our future. As we gather here today we look for hope. The present is unsettling, the future is uncertain. We hope that in the goodness of your love that your guidance will be ever-present. 
Fill us with a vision for what we could be. Give us hope for our congregation and our community that lead us into your abundance and not our scarcity. 
God of Eternity, in a time of uncertainty we so often fall into fear and worry, show us the opportunities in our chaotic world, remind us of our priorities in relationship to you, push us to see how our choices matter, and then fill us with hope in a new heaven and a new earth. 
God of our future, may we walk boldly into what may come, as a people of faith and hope. May we be found faithful in the world in which we live. 
Amen. 
THE CONFESSION OF SIN
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
Celebrant: Almighty God, have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 


THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you.                                                                   
And also with you.                                                       
	WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                 Rev. Karen Mercer
THE HOLY COMMUNION
What follows is the Holy Communion, the sacred meal of the Christian faith. The Episcopal Church, as do all other denominations rooted in the historic Christian faith, affirms that the sacrament of Baptism is the ancient and normative entry point for receiving the sacrament of Eucharist, yet no one who comes forward to receive the bread and wine at communion is ever turned away from God’s table. Wherever you are in your spiritual journey, the Episcopal Church welcomes you, and we invite you to explore with us what baptism may mean for you. Want to know more? Please see Rev. Mercer following the service.   


OFFERTORY HYMN                                                            LEVAS 67 –I Love the Lord

1	I love the Lord, He heard my cry
		and pitied ev’ry groan.
	Long as I live and troubles rise,
		I’ll hasten to His throne.

2	I love the Lord, He heard my cry
		and pitied ev’ry groan.
	O let my heart no more despair
		while I have breath to pray.

I Love the Lord, #67 from Lift Every Voice and Sing II — Words: Traditional. Music: Traditional; arr. Richard Smallwood. Arr. used by permission of Century Oak/Richwood Music.

DOXOLOGY                                                                                                              H 380
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING	                        Eucharistic Prayer B - BCP p. 367
The people remain standing. The Celebrant faces them and says

God be with you.                                                                
And also with you.                                                              
Lift up your hearts.                                                                 
We lift them to the Lord.                                                                 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                                 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.   
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth. 
The Celebrant adds a Proper Preface, then continues, 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
SANCTUS                                                                                                                   H130
Holy,                     Holy, Holy, Holy  Lord, God of power and might,                                                                                                                                             heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
                               Hosanna in the highest.
                               Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. For in these last days you sent Jesus to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In Christ, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In Christ, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
We remember Christ’s death,                                               
We proclaim Christ’s resurrection,                                                            
We await Christ’s coming in glory; 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Savior of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, through whom we are acceptable to you, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with Joseph and Mary and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Savior, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and for ever.  
Amen. 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to [sing],
LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                           LEVAS 264
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD						
FRACTION ANTHEM                        						                    S164
Jesus, Lamb of God:
Have mercy on us.
Jesus, bearer of our sins:
Have mercy on us.
Jesus, redeemer of the world:
Give us your peace, give us your peace.
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;                                  
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
COMMUNION HYMN 	                                    LEVAS 65 – Bless the Lord, O My Soul 

1 Bless the Lord, O my Soul: 
and all that is with in me, Bless His 
holy name. He has done great things  
He has done great things He has done great things, Bless His holy name! 



I Want Jesus to Walk with Me, #70 from Lift Every Voice and Sing II — Words: Traditional. Music: Negro Spiritual; arr. Carl Haywood (b. 1949), from The Haywood Collection of Negro Spirituals. Copyright © 1992 Carl Haywood.

           	POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  		                                                     BCP 365    
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.              

THE BLESSING 
Go forth from this place and be kind. Everyone here, in one way or another, carries something heavy. So love mercy, practice forgiveness, and be gentle with yourself. And show God’s unconditional love and acceptance to yourself and to everyone you meet. And the blessing of God Almighty: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit be among you, those you love, and all those God calls you to love, this day and forevermore. Amen.
 
CLOSING HYMN                	              LEVAS 72 – Just a Closer Walk With Thee
1. I am weak but thou art strong;
Jesus, keep me from all wrong;
I’ll be satisfied as long
As I walk, let me walk close to thee.

Refrain
Just a closer walk with thee,
Grant it, Jesus, is my plea,
Daily walking close to thee,
Let it be, dear Lord, let it be 

2. Through this world of toil and snares,
If I falter, Lord, who cares?
Who with me my burden shares?
None but thee, dear Lord, none but thee.

[bookmark: _Hlk205993509]Refrain

3When my feeble life is o’er,
Time for me will be no more;
Guide me gently, safely o’er
To Thy kingdom shore, to thy shore.

Refrain


THE DISMISSAL                                                                          The Rev. Karen Mercer                  
As we go forth into the world, refreshed and renewed, we reaffirm our commitment to our mission as a congregation:
We are committed to sharing God’s love with all through our worship and ministries.
Let us go forth to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia
POSTLUDE
    
Our Prayer List
Your prayers are requested for members and friends of The Church of the Holy Nativity: Eileen, Gloria, Mildred, Karen, Tammy, Emanuel, Karen R., Dorris, Gouri, Katrina, Elaine, Justina, Eva, Rebecca, Lisa, Faye, Fr. Bill, Sharon, Vestina, Ruth, James, Diamond, Jamie, King, Rashad, Katrina, Angel, Hope, Arlene, Norman, Dorian, Daniel, Nicole, Michael, Tyrus, Shirley, Silma, Aldwyn, William, Deja, Joy, Gilma, Irene, and Michael.

We continue to ask for prayers for all those impacted by the coronavirus, those impacted by war and gun violence, those in our midst who are struggling with anxiety depression and addiction, those who are unemployed or underemployed, and the unhoused.


Announcements

August 17, 2025 			Faith Forum –Welcome Session

August 20, 2025                       Advisory Board Meeting –6:30 p.m.

August 23, 2025                       Back to School Event –10 am – 2 pm

August 24, 2025                       Faith Forum–Connect Session

August 30, 2025                       Thank You Luncheon –Clean Green Team

August 31, 2025                       Faith Forum –Transform Session

September 21, 2025                 Faith Forum – Send Session










📣 Upcoming Formation Opportunities: Let’s Grow Together!
This summer, we’re offering two exciting opportunities to explore effective ways to connect with others and deepen our ministry of invitation and welcome.

🫱🏾‍🫲🏽 Invite, Welcome, Connect – July – August 2025
Join us this July for an interactive experience designed to help us strengthen our culture of hospitality and belonging. Whether you’re new to the community or a longtime member, this is a great opportunity to explore how we can invite others into a deeper relationship with God and one another.

✝️ Evangelism 101 – September 2025
Curious about how to share your faith in authentic, approachable ways? This foundational course in August will offer practical tools for connecting with others and telling the story of God’s love with confidence and grace.
These events are open to all come be a part of the movement to Invite, Welcome, and Connect. More details and sign-up information coming soon!
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Today is:  _______________   Sermon Title: ____________________________________				
Key Verses: ________________________________________________________________________
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________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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